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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Record Groups 164, Tennessee Supreme Court Trial Dockets, 1817-1936, consist of
the trial dockets for the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Court of Chancery Appeals
and Court of Civil Appeals. There are approximately 496 dockets in the collection

The Supreme Court for the State of Tennessee was established by constitutional
provision in 1796. The court functioned without interruption and with few administrative
changes until the Civil War (1861-1865). The Court was suspended during the war and
was reinstated in 1867. Due to the suspension, the backlog of cases resulted in a change
to the Court in 1870. That year six judges were elected to serve on the court, but any
vacancy occurring after 1873 would not be filled. The court remained a six member
court until the death of Judge Nicholson in 1876 and has thereafter remained a five judge
court.

Also in 1873 it was determined to create temporary courts of limited powers in an
attempt to reduce the number of cases in arrears. The first of these was the Arbitration
Court for Middle Tennessee. The court ended by limitation in September of that year.

The experiment worked very well. The limited courts were again implemented in
1875 and 1877. In 1883 a Court of Referees was created and was composed of nine
judges, three from each grand division. This court was authorized to report in writing in
the facts and the law of cases filed before January, 1885.

Due to the steady increase in cases, it became necessary to enlarge the Supreme Court
system. In 1895 the Court of Chancery Appeals was created. Composed of three
members from each grand division, the court heard cases assigned to it by the Supreme
Court, with the exception of revenue cases.

The Court of Appeals and the Court of Civil Appeals are intermediate appellate courts
established by the General Assembly to hear cases of a civil nature from lower courts.

The Record Group Index details the time frames and number of volumes contained in
this group for the courts listed. Since each docket was arranged by judge, that
arrangement has been retained in this record group.
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CONTAINER LIST

Series Number: |
Series Title: Supreme Court Dockets

Microfilm Roll # 1

1 Supreme Court of Law and Equity 1817-1824
2 Supreme Court of Law and Equity 1827-1835
3 Supreme Court of Law and Equity 1828

4 Supreme Court of Law and Equity 1836-1946
5 Supreme Court of Law and Equity 1936-1957
6 Supreme Court of Law and Equity 1858-1861, 1873-1874
Microfilm Roll # 2

7 James W. Deaderick 1871

8 Peter Turney 1871

9 James E. Deaderick 1871

10  Alfred Osborne Pope Nicholson 1872

11 Unnamed 1873

12 Alfred Osborne Pope Nicholson 1873

13 Peter Turney 1873
Microfilm Roll # 3

14 Unnamed 1874

15  Unnamed 1874

16  Missing 1875

17 Alfred Osborne Pope Nicholson 1876

18 John L.T. Sneed 1876

19  Peter Turney 1876

20  Clerk’s Docket 1877

21  James W. Deaderick 1877
Microfilm Roll # 4

22 Peter Turney 1877

23 Supreme Court Arbitration Commission 1877

24 Robert McFarland 1878

25  Robert McFarland 1878

26 Supreme Court Arbitration Commission 1878

27  Clerk’s Docket No Date
28  Robert McFarland 1879

29  James W. Deaderick 1880
Microfilm Roll #5

30  William F. Cooper 1880

31  Thomas J. Freeman 1880

32 Peter Turney 1880



33  Clerk’s Docket 1880
34  James W. Deaderick 1881
35 Clerk’s Docket 1881
36  James W. Deaderick 1882
37  James W. Deaderick State of Tennessee Docket 1882
38  William F. Cooper 1882
39 BAR Docket 1882
Microfilm Roll # 6

40  Clerk’s Docket 1882
41  Clerk’s Docket 1882
42  James W. Deaderick 1883
43  Clerk’s Docket 1883
44 Commission of Referees 1883
45  Commission of Referees 1884
46 William F. Cooper 1884
47  Thomas J. Freeman 1884
48  Clerk’s Docket 1884
Microfilm Roll #7

49  Supreme Court Arbitration Commission 1885
50 Thomas J. Freeman 1885
51  Clerk’s Docket 1885
52  William C. Folkes 1886
53  Horace L. Lurton 1886
54  D.L. Snodgrass 1886
55  Unnamed Docket 1887
Microfilm Roll # 8

56  Unnamed Docket 1887
57  Clerk’s Docket 1887
58  Unnamed Docket 1887
59  Unnamed Docket 1887
60  Unnamed Docket 1887
61  Unnamed Docket 1887
62  Peter Turney 1888
Microfilm Roll # 9

63 W.C. Caldwell 1888
64  William C. Folkes 1888
65  Horace L. Lurton 1888
66 D.L.Snodgrass 1888
67  Clerk’s Docket 1888
68  Peter Turney 1889
69  Horace L. Lurton 1889
70 D. L. Snodgrass 1889



71  Clerk’s Docket 1889
72 Unnamed Docket 1889
73 Peter Turney 1890
Microfilm Roll # 10

74  Horace L. Lurton 1890
75 D. L. Snodgrass 1890
76  Western Division 1890
77  Clerk’s Docket 1890
78  Peter Turney 1891
79  W.C. Caldwell 1891
80  Benjamin James Lea 1891
81 Horace L. Lurton 1891
82  Clerk’s Docket 1891
83  Western Division 1891
84  Peter Turney 1892
85  Benjamin James Lea 1892
Microfilm Roll # 11

86  Horace L. Lurton 1892
87 D. L. Snodgrass 1892
88  Western Division 1892
89  Benjamin James Lea 1893
90 BAR Docket 1893
91 D.L. Snodgrass 1893
92 John S. Wilkes 1893
93  Clerk’s Docket 1893
94  Western Division 1893
95 D. L. Snodgrass 1894
96 BAR Docket 1894
97 W.D.Beard 1894
98 Clerk’s Docket 1894
Microfilm Roll # 12

99  Western Division 1894
100 D. L. Snodgrass 1895
101 R. M. Barton 1895
102 W.D. Beard 1895
103 Clerk’s Docket 1895
104 D. L. Snodgrass 1896
105 BAR Docket 1896
106 R.M. Barton 1896
107 W. D. Beard 1896
108 Clerk’s Docket 1896
109 D. L. Snodgrass 1897
110 W.D. Beard 1897



111 Clerk’s Docket 1897
Microfilm Roll # 13

112 D. L. Snodgrass 1898
113 W.D. Beard 1898
114 Clerk’s Docket 1898
115 D. L. Snodgrass 1899
116 W. D. Beard 1899
117 W. C. Caldwell 1899
118 BAR Docket 1899
119 Clerk’s Docket 1899
120 D. L. Snodgrass 1900
121 W.D. Beard 1900
122 Clerk’s Docket 1900
123 D. L. Snodgrass 1901
Microfilm Roll # 14

124 W. D. Beard 1901
125 John S. Wilkes 1901
126 Clerk’s Docket 1901
127 W.D. Beard 1902
128 W. K. McAlister 1902
129 Clerk’s Docket 1902
130 W.D. Beard 1903
131 Clerk’s Docket 1904
132 W. D. Beard 1905
133  W. K. McAlister 1905
134 Clerk’s Docket 1905
Microfilm Roll # 15

135 W. D. Beard 1906
136 Clerk’s Docket 1906
137 W. D. Beard 1907
138 W. K. McAlister 1907
139 M. M. Neil 1907
140 John K. Shields 1907
141 John So. Wilkes 1907
142 BAR Docket 1908
143 W. D. Beard 1908
144 B.D. Bell 1908
145 W. K. McAlister 1908
146 M. M. Neil 1908
Microfilm Roll # 16

147 John K. Shields 1908
148 BAR Docket 1909



149 W.D. Beard 1909
150 B.D. Bell 1909
151 W. K. McAlister 1909
152 M. M. Neil 1909
153 John K. Shields 1909
154 Clerk’s Docket 1909
155 BAR Docket 1910
156 W. D. Beard 1910
157 Grafton Green 1910
158 D. L. Landsen 1910
159 M. M. Neil 1910
160 John K. Shields 1910
161 Clerk’s Docket 1910
162 BAR Docket 1911
163 A. S. Buchanan 1911
164 Grafton Green 1911
Microfilm Roll # 17

165 D. L. Landsen 1911
166 M. M. Neil 1911
167 John K. Shields 1911
168 Clerk’s Docket 1911
169 BAR Docket 1912
170 Grafton Green 1912
171 D. L. Landsen 1912
172 M. M. Neil 1912
173 John K. Shields 1912
174 Clerk’s Docket 1912
175 BAR Docket 1913
176 D. L. Landsen 1913
177 Grafton Green 1913
178 D. L. Landsen 1913
179 M. M. Neil 1913
180 S. C. Williams 1913
181 Clerk’s Docket 1913
182 BAR Docket 1914
183 A. S. Buchanan 1914
184 Grafton Green 1914
185 D. L. Landsen 1914
186 M. M. Neil 1914
187 S. C. Williams 1914
188 Clerk’s Docket 1914
189 BAR Docket 1915
190 A. S. Buchanan 1915



Microfilm Roll # 18

191 Grafton Green
192 D. L. Landsen
193 M. M. Neil
194 S. C. Williams
195 Clerk’s Docket
196 BAR Docket
197 A. S. Buchanan
198 Grafton Green
199 D. L. Landsen
200 M. M. Neil
201 S. C. Williams
202 Clerk’s Docket
203 BAR Docket
204 A. S. Buchanan
205 D. L. Landsen
206 M. M. Neil
207 S. C. Williams
208 Clerk’s Docket
209 BAR Docket
210 A. S. Buchanan
211 Grafton Green
212 Frank P. Hall
213 D. L. Landsen

214 Collin P. McKinney

215 Clerk’s Docket
216 BAR Docket

217 Nathan Bachman

218 Grafton Green

Microfilm Roll # 19

1915
1915
1915
1915
1915
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1916
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1917
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1918
1919
1919
1919

219 Frank P. Hall
220 D. L. Landsen

221 Collin P. McKinney

222 Clerk’s Docket
223 BAR Docket

224 Nathan Bachman

225 Grafton Green
226 Frank P. Hall
227 D. L. Landsen

228 Collin P. McKinney

229 Clerk’s Docket
230 BAR Docket
231 A. S. Buchanan
232 Grafton Green
233 Frank P. Hall

1919
1919
1919
1919
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1920
1921
1921
1921
1921



234 D. L. Landsen 1921
235 Collin P. McKinney 1921
236 Clerk’s Docket 1921
237 BAR Docket 1922
238 A. S. Buchanan 1922
239 Grafton Green 1922
240 Frank P. Hall 1922
Microfilm Roll # 20

241 D. L. Landsen 1922
242 Collin P. McKinney 1922
243 Clerk’s Docket 1922
244 BAR Docket 1923
245 Nathan L. Bachman 1923
246  William L. Cook 1923
247 Grafton Green 1923
248 Frank P. Hall 1923
249 Collin P. McKinney 1923
250 Clerk’s Docket 1923
251 BAR Docket 1924
252 Alex W. Chambliss 1924
253 Grafton Green 1924
254  Frank P. Hall 1924
255 Collin P. McKinney 1924
256 BAR Docket 1925
Microfilm Roll # 21

257 Alex W. Chambliss 1926
258 William L. Cook 1926
259 Frank P. Hall 1926
260 Collin P. McKinney 1926
261 BAR Docket 1926
262 Alex W. Chambliss 1926
263 William L. Cook 1926
264  Collin P. McKinney 1926
265 W. H. Swiggart 1926
266 Alex W. Chambliss 1927
267 William L. Cook 1927
268 Collin P. McKinney 1927
269 W. H. Swiggart 1927
270 BAR Docket 1928
271 Alex W. Chambliss 1928
272  William L. Cook 1928
273 Collin P. McKinney 1928
274 W. H. Swiggart 1928



Microfilm Roll # 22

275 Alex W. Chambliss 1929
276 William L. Cook 1929
277 Collin P. McKinney 1929
278 W. H. Swiggart 1929
279 Alex W. Chambliss 1930
280 William L. Cook 1930
281 Grafton Green 1930
282 Collin P. McKinney 1930
283 W. H. Swiggart 1930
284 Alex W. Chambliss 1930
285 William L. Cook 1930
286 Collin P. McKinney 1931
287 W. H. Swiggart 1931
288 Alex W. Chambliss 1932
289 William L. Cook 1932
290 Grafton Green 1932
291 Collin P. McKinney 1932
Microfilm Roll # 23

292 W. H. Swiggart 1932
293 Alex W. Chambliss 1933
294  William L. Cook 1933
295 Grafton Green 1933
296 Collin P. McKinney 1933
297 W. H. Swiggart 1933
298 Alex W. Chambliss 1933
299  William L. Cook 1933
300 D.W. Dehaven 1933
301 Grafton Green 1934
302 Collin P. McKinney 1934
303 Alex W. Chambliss 1935
304 William L. Cook 1935
305 D.W. Dehaven 1935
306 Grafton Green 1935
307 Collin P. McKinney 1935
308 Alex W. Chambliss 1936
309 William L. Cook 1936
310 D. W. Dehaven 1936
311 Collin P. McKinney 1936



Microfilm Roll # 24

Series Number: 11
Series Title: Court of Appeals

1 BAR Docket 1925
2 Arthur Crownover 1925
3 John H. Dewitt 1925
4 Walter W. Faw 1925
5 Clerk’s Docket 1925
6 BAR Docket 1926
7 Arthur Crownover 1926
8 John H. Dewitt 1926
9 Walter W. Faw 1926
10  Clerk’s Docket 1927
11  BAR Docket 1927
12 Arthur Crownover 1927
13 John H. Dewitt 1927
14  Walter W. Faw 1927
15  Clerk’s Docket 1927
16  BAR Docket 1928
17  Arthur Crownover 1928
18  John H. Dewitt 1928
19  Walter W. Faw 1928
20  Clerk’s Docket 1928
21  BAR Docket 1929
22  Arthur Crownover 1929
23 John H. Dewitt 1929
24  Walter W. Faw 1929
Microfilm Roll # 25

25  Arthur Crownover 1930
26  John H. Dewitt 1930
27  Walter W. Faw 1930
28  Arthur Crownover 1931
29  John H. Dewitt 1931
30  Walter W. Faw 1931
31  Arthur Crownover 1932
32  John H. Dewitt 1932
33  Walter W. Faw 1932
34 Arthur Crownover 1933
35 John H. Dewitt 1933
36  Walter W. Faw 1933
37  Arthur Crownover 1934
38 John H. Dewitt 1934
39  Walter W. Faw 1934



40  Arthur Crownover 1935
41  John H. Dewitt 1935
42  Walter W. Faw 1935
43  Walter W. Faw 1936
44 S, L. Felts 1936
Microfilm Roll # 26

Series Number: 111

Series Title: Chancery Appeals

1 Clerk’s Docket 1895
2 Clerk’s Docket 1896
3 M. M. Neil 1897
4 Clerk’s Docket 1897
5 R. M. Barton 1898
6 Clerk’s Docket 1898
7 R. M. Barton 1898
8 Clerk’s Docket 1899
9 R. M. Barton 1900
10  Clerk’s Docket 1900
11  BAR Docket 1901
12 R. M. Barton 1901
13 M. M. Neil 1901
14  Clerk’s Docket 1901
15 R. M. Barton 1902
16 S.F. Wilson 1902
17  Clerk’s Docket 1902
18 R. M. Barton 1902
19  Clerk’s Docket 1903
20  Clerk’s Docket 1904
21  Clerk’s Docket 1905
22  Clerk’s Docket 1906
Microfilm Roll # 27

Series Number: 1V

Series Title: Civil Appeals

1 Clerk’s Docket 1907
2 Trial Docket 1908
3 BAR Docket 1908
4 R. M. Barton 1908
5 Judge Lamb 1908
6 Judge Palmer 1908



7 Judge Taylor 1908
8 S. F. Wilson 1908
9 Clerk’s Docket 1908
10  Trial Docket 1909
11  BAR Docket 1909
12 R. M. Barton 1909
13 Judge Moore 1909
14 Judge Palmer 1909
15  Judge Taylor 1909
16 S.F. Wilson 1909
17  Clerk’s Docket 1909
18 BAR Docket 1910
19 F.P.Hall 1910
20 H. Y. Hughes 1910
21  J. C. Higgins 1910
22 Judge Taylor 1910
23 S.F.Wilson 1910
24 Clerk’s Docket 1910
25 BAR Docket 1911
26 H. M. Cate 1911
27 F.P.Hall 1911
Microfilm Roll # 28

28 J. C. Higgins 1911
29  H.Y.Hughes 1911
30 S.F.Wilson 1911
31 Clerk’s Docket 1911
32 J.C. Higgins 1912
33 H.Y.Hughes 1912
34  Felix W. Moore 1912
35 S.F.Wilson 1912
36  Trial Docket 1913
37 BAR Docket 1913
38 F.P.Hall 1913
39 J.C. Higgins 1913
40  H.Y.Hughes 1913
41  Felix W. Moore 1913
42  S.F.Wilson 1913
43  Clerk’s Docket 1913
44  BAR Docket 1914
45 F.P. Hall 1914
46  J. C. Higgins 1914
47  H.Y.Hughes 1914
48  Felix W. Moore 1914
49 S.F.Wilson 1914
50 Clerk’s Docket 1914



Microfilm Roll # 29

51 BAR Docket 1915
52 F.P.Hall 1915
53 J. C. Higgins 1915
54 H.Y.Hughes 1915
55  Felix W. Moore 1915
56 S.F.Wilson 1915
57  Clerk’s Docket 1915
58 BAR Docket 1916
59 F.P.Hall 1916
60 J.C. Higgins 1916
61 H.Y.Hughes 1916
62 Felix W. Moore 1916
63 S.F.Wilson 1916
64  Clerk’s Docket 1916
65 BAR Docket 1917
66 F.P.Hall 1917
67 H.Y.Hughes 1917
68 J.C. Higgins 1917
69  Felix W. Moore 1917
70 S.F.Wilson 1917
71  Clerk’s Docket 1917
72  BAR Docket 1918
Microfilm Roll # 30

73  Sid R. Clark 1918
74  Walter W. Faw 1918
75  William A. Owen 1918
76  R.H.Sansom 1918
77 S.F.Wilson 1918
78  Clerk’s Docket 1918
79 BAR Docket 1919
80  Clerk’s Docket 1919
81  Walter W. Faw 1919
82  William A. Owen 1919
83 R.H.Sansom 1919
84 S.F.Wilson 1919
85  Clerk’s Docket 1919
86  Trial Docket 1920
87 BAR Docket 1920
88 SidR. Clark 1920
89  Walter W. Faw 1920
90  William A. Owen 1920
91 R.H.Sansom 1920
92 S.F.Wilson 1920



93  Clerk’s Docket 1920
94 BAR Docket 1921
95 SidR. Clark 1921
96  Walter W. Faw 1921
97  William A. Owen 1921
98 R.H.Sansom 1921
99 S.F.Wilson 1921
Microfilm Roll # 31

100 Clerk’s Docket 1921
101 BAR Docket 1922
102 Sid R. Clark 1922
103  Walter W. Faw 1922
104 William A. Owen 1922
105 R. H. Sansom 1922
106 S. F. Wilson 1922
107 Clerk’s Docket 1922
108 BAR Docket 1923
109 Sid R. Clark 1923
110 R. A.Davis 1923
111  Walter W. Faw 1923
112  William A. Owen 1923
113 S. F. Wilson 1923
114 Clerk’s Docket 1923
115 BAR Docket 1924
116  Arthur Crownover 1924
117 R. A.Davis 1924
118 Walter W. Faw 1924
119  William A. Owen 1924



